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What makes Leadville great

Biker-friendly establishments

Dealerships close to Leadville

Local rides

Quintessential local cuisine

Motorcyle-related attractions

Ready for your own personal Rocky Mountain high? Then look no further than Leadville, 
Colorado. Cradled in the heart of the American Rockies, at 10,300 feet Leadville is the 
highest incorporated city in the U.S. Located only 60 miles from the Continental Divide, in 
the 1870s this rustic outpost was noted as the one of the most lawless towns in the West 
and home to colorful characters such as Poker Alice and Doc Holliday. The Wild West 
history, sweeping vistas and scenic passes make Leadville a must-ride destination.

Colorado Motorcycle Expo, Western Colorado Vintage 
Motorcycle Show, Four Corners Motorcycle Rally, 

Colorado Wounded Vet Run, High Country Toy Run

Chili and cinnamon rolls, grilled trout, Rocky Mountain oysters, fool’s 
gold loaf, artisan honey-crust pizza, microbrews, Colorado Snowball

Bar: Silver Dollar Saloon
Restaurant: Golden Burro Cafe
Lodging: Buckeye’s Cabins

Pikes Peak Harley-Davidson, Indian Motorcycle of Denver, Avalanche Harley-Davidson, 
Indian Motorcycle of the Rockies, Sun Harley-Davidson, Rocky Mountain Harley-Davidson

Ride south out of Leadville on US-24, exiting at CO-82 west and the signs to Twin Lakes. The 
elevation climbs quickly as you approach Independence Pass. At 12,095 feet, Independence 
Pass offers excellent photo ops of the Continental Divide, some safe areas to pull over for those 
pics along with a multitude of steep switchbacks. Some sections narrow to one lane so heed 
the caution signs. Continue on CO-82 to Aspen and then to I-70 at Glenwood Springs (take time 
to hike the hill to the fi nal resting place of Doc Holliday). Although interstates are generally to be 
avoided whenever possible, I-70 east ranks as one of the best in the nation. Exit at US-24 south 
just before Vail for a fi nal end to your day’s ride through Battle Mountain Pass, which features 
hairpin curves and blind corners.

Dragonman’s Military Museum, Forney Museum of 
Transportation, Lamar Street Center, Roadside Gallery, 

Rocky Mountain Motorcycle Museum

Top motorcycle events near Leadville
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leadville, Colorado

their airplane got hit and they had 
to crash land in Germany. The next 
day Eugene’s father was caught by 
the Germans and spent the next 3 1/2 
years in POW camps in Germany and 
Austria until he was liberated. This 
is why Eugene always had a fascina-
tion with military airplanes and why 
this fl ight had very special meaning 
to him. Eugene commented, “The T-6 
Texan is exactly what military avia-
tion dreams are made of. When you 
climb in and get strapped into the 
seat, you realized how current this 
1945 airplane is. The gauges and con-
trols are perfect, the aluminum skin 
with the rivets so smooth, so shiny, 
the sound and smell of the engine 
so exhilarating while waiting for the 
takeoff. The takeoff is short and pow-
erful, you can feel your body sink in 
the seat and then the fi rst right hand 
turn makes you realize the power of 
the T-6 Texan’s g-forces at their best. 
What a solid and sturdy airplane. 
Thanks to the pilot for a great fl ight. 
It was a great experience that would 
have made my dad very happy.”

Once cleared for takeoff by John 
Wayne Airport’s (SNA) air traffi c con-
trol tower, cameras and cell phones 
were poised. Then, the AT6 roared past 
and rolled off to the right as that twin-
blade propeller bit into the air. Mark 
then did three passes before landing 
and taxiing the AT6 back up to the 
fl ight line, shutting down the engine 
and spinning the plane around in front 
of the crowd. More two thumbs up 

came from Eugene before being helped 
out of the plane.

Bikes and Bombers VII is now in 
the fl ight log and plans for Bikes and 
Bombers VIII are already taking shape. 
For more information about Lyon Air 
Museum and to watch for next year’s 
Bikes and Bombers date announce-
ment, visit lyonairmuseum.org. 4

Winner Eugene Garcin with his restored 1929 BMW R63 and Lyon Air Museum President 
Mark Foster with the Lyon Air Museum’s AT-6 Texan World War II Trainer
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94TH LACONIA 

MOTORCYCLE WEEK

CARNIVAL

by Kenzo

 
LACONIA, N.H., JUNE 10–18—Th e old days, when it was rare to see 

anything other than a Harley parked on Lakeside Avenue and women push-

ing baby carriages and carrying purse-size dogs were verboten, reside in my 

memory like gritty 16mm black-and-white movie clips. Th e big beer tents at the
Still a circus after all these years
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See “Laconia,” page 60, column 1
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THE VOICES OF THE BIKER COMMUNITY

American motorcycle news,  
races, rallies, events,  

exclusive content and more 
right to your door
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Bikes & Bombers
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